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Setting up my camera and microphone for Zoom, I kept one goal in mind: learn as much as
possible from this interview. After all, I'd been lucky enough to land an interview with a Pixar animator. I
listened as he described how “Coco” — though seemingly unrelated to our Asian American and Pacific
Islander heritage month package — had impacted the creation of “Turning Red,” a landmark AAPI
representation movie for Pixar, tailoring my interview questions to that unique point. A few days later, a
student interviewee mentioned “The Joy Luck Club” as a similarly foundational film, and I realized that I
had to include the history of AAPI representation in Hollywood in my story to give readers a depth of
perspective. But as (almost) any student will tell you, they’ve had enough of analyzing articles, and
getting this history to them would require a prettier package. Enter: the timeline.

As a multimedia features editor, I've come to deeply appreciate and respect the wealth of
experience of every interviewee, from doctors to community organizers to crossing guards to a quiet
substitute teacher who shared with me her life’s story as an immigrant. I believe it is not only our
responsibility but our privilege as journalists to draw out and amplify these unique perspectives,
expanding others’ perception of the world and by extension, their empathy. Yet simply writing these
stories isn't enough if people don't engage with them, and while Instagram promotions and Google News
features garner clicks, they don't carry readers through the nuances of a multi-paragraph story. Instead,
visuals and multimedia tools are responsible for creating this accessibility. Audio and video components
add a sensory experience, while timelines and interactive embeds supplement written stories by
efficiently packaging contextual information. These not only break up text but make fuller use of the
possibilities of publishing online.

So, heading into my junior year, I became more intentional about incorporating multimedia
elements into my work. In some cases, this meant grounding my stories in the sources, like drawing
inspiration from the interview with the Pixar animator to research and compile a timeline. In other
cases, this meant planning ahead to suit the pitch — when I featured the literature classes’ new video
game unit, I chose a video format both to make use of the bright colors and animations of the game and
to give viewers a clearer picture of the classroom atmosphere. Both of these stories required extra work
on my part — compiling information from eight different sources for the timeline and scheduling to
capture B-roll on multiple days. Yet this attentiveness paid oft — the Pixar animator emailed to say he
was “really impressed with the professionalism and thought provoking ideas,” and the teacher leading
the video game unit told us the video captured the experience and her ideas very effectively, which is to
say that they both read (or watched) our content and found the media of expression valuable.

As I attempt to meet the diverse demands of doing these stories justice through a variety of tools,
I keep returning to the core of my reporting: my content should reach my community in a way that is true
to my sources and the stories they want to tell. Multimedia tools have become my way of personalizing
the story I tell to each pitch and each set of sources, and as an editor, I hope to coach new reporters on
how to serve their sources — and our community — the way I strive to serve mine. As I move into the role
of Editor in Chief, I hope to continue branching out in my use of multimedia, not only to engage my
readers and create comprehensive content, but to smoothen the learning curve of multimedia for the
reporters I mentor, leaving behind a publication that truly maximizes its impact.



Portfolio pieces:

Cupertino Union School District Board passes Board Policy 6144
3rd place, News Story, California Federation of Press Women

After hearing a plethora of contradicting rumors surrounding the suspension of an elementary school
teacher over discussing “controversial issues” in the classroom, I knew it was our job as local news to
inform voters with unbiased representation and fact-checking. The debate between opposing parents
and organizations at the school board meeting was intense and at times even rude, yet I noticed nuanced
perspectives emerging from those who explained how the proposed board policy impacted issues outside
of LGBTQ+ representation, including discourse around the Israel-Palestine conflict. I chose a photo
gallery to ensure a quick publishing turnaround while detangling the debate into individual threads,
each attached to a photo to humanize the perspective.

ral affair

The core challenge of our Asian American and Pacific Islander heritage month package was to bring
nuance to the discussion of cultural representation in a predominantly Asian American community,
bridging the gap between students’ experiences and the broader context of American media. Drawing on
sources’ mentions of films that had impacted the overall representation of Asian Americans, I researched
and compiled a timeline to put the progression of this representation into perspective, giving readers
nuance by acknowledging years of foundation-laying rather than simply targeting current inadequacies.

50 fresh faces

With the previous editions of this school tradition behind a newly-implemented paywall, it was up to me
as a features editor to come up with an engaging way to showcase 50 mini features in a succinct manner.
While during class, I coordinated our group of 11 reporters to compile interviews and photos, at home, I
tested various sites — including SNO and Flourish — to host the final product, ultimately settling on
ReadyMag for its freedom and ease of design. I used a clean grid of photos and interactive buttons to
reduce the immediate text burden, keeping the site easily navigable, and it paid off — this site had the
most engagement out of any edition of 50 fresh faces, indicating that our readers found it both
interesting and accessible enough to share.

From pixels to prose

The bright colors and engaging animations of the newly added video game unit, as well as the resulting
lively classroom atmosphere, necessitated a form of storytelling more immersive than regular written
reporting — as a result, this video feature was born. To ensure quality A-roll, we filmed the teacher in her
classroom — capturing her personality through the space she curated — and I took my first shot at
studio lighting, an often underutilized resource on our publication due to the effort and technical
knowledge involved. For B-roll, we scheduled to film on different days to capture a variety of shots of
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different activities, and these action shots served to give prospective students a more tangible idea of the
specific environment this unit fostered.

Reflecting on 2024

We pitched this story for our features package on New Year’s anticipating that reflecting would evoke a
range of emotions from our sources — emotions that are most authentically conveyed through the voices
of the sources themselves. One source apologized to a teacher whose class he had been skipping and
expressed with conviction, “I want to take control of my life,” while that same teacher, who had been
dealing with worsening chronic illness, told us simply, “I would like to continue to be alive.” It only made
sense to use audio, and from there we crafted the rest of our storytelling to fit the medium, creating a
hook with overlapping voices to juxtapose the sources and the attention-grabbing introduction to a
dance performance that our third source referenced, resulting in a cohesive and powerful story.
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