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Rather than putting my personal life aside to be a strong writer, a talented videographer, or a
great photographer, | allow my personal experiences to fuel my work. Whether that takes form
through covering diverse events like cultural assemblies or writing about my own personal
experience with racism, my words and my camera give me power to express the person who |
am inside. Being able to be flexible with my camera, or purposeful with my words has taught me
how different mediums can be used intentionally for effective journalism. For one of the first
times, | decided to be vulnerable through my writing and wrote an opinion article about my
experience with racism in school. | wanted to utilize my place on the school paper and my ability
to write about my experience to shine light on the pressing issue of institutional racism. |
received praise not only because of my writing, but because people finally felt heard at a larger
level than they have before. My place as a journalist is to write about the people who are never
written about, interview those who say their accent is too thick or their english is not too good, or
take pictures of those who have never had photos taken of. To ensure everyone is included,
represented and seen. This is seen throughout my work from videos, to articles, to
photographers. Each one of my work has an underlying string tying them together, and that is
the string of inclusion reporting. The words inclusion and diversity are thrown around quite a lot,
especially in the journalism world, and | believe at times it loses its meaning. | wish people were
excited to implement diverse elements into their work rather than seeing it as a technical part of
journalism. Diversity and inclusion is about being excited to cover and publish those who are
often never seen, because that is one of the most important parts of journalism, to hold a place
for those who always feel like they never have room. | use my ability to write as a weapon for
those who feel like they are in the shadows, and | plan to continue to do that throughout my
journalistic career, and throughout my life. | will always be an advocate in my personal life, and

that will always seep into my work as a journalist.



Article: | wanted to rely on the school system: How they let me down
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I tried to rely on the school system...
but they let me down

Writing this article was far out of my comfort zone, but | knew it had to be done. | thought to
myself, how do | outline my experiences of discrimination through strong words, and more
importantly, how do | utilize those words to effectively reach the eyes of those who have inflicted
these experiences on me. Many people, myself included, have felt unsupported by the school
system when it comes to discrimination, and my purpose with this article was to bring voice to
myself and those who feel silenced, and my purpose was achieved. After publishing | received
an outstanding amount of responses from people who told me how emotionally moved they
were, because they saw their own experience highlighted through someone else's words, my
words. After writing this article | felt | had gained back the power | felt | had lost during fighting
my battle against discrimination, and | believe it has shaped my confidence in myself and my
journalistic abilities.

Video: Black History Month assembly highlights cultural diaspora, promotes unity
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Every year the Black Student Union (BSU) prepares and performs their cultural assembly for all
students during Black history month. What was different about this year was the Black Student
Union partnered with African Student Union in order to merge the idea of what is “black” and
create an informative presentation for the school. My role in this was to capture the intricacies of
this assembly, making sure | cover each part purposefully and intentionally. In this video | made,
| cover the preparations which went into it and the performance itself, to show viewers how
much passionate work goes into these assemblies. From the elegant Rwandan dance to the
upbeat hip-hop, | captured the pride in these people showcasing their culture, and found pride in
myself for capturing each moment.


https://wjpitch.com/top-stories/2025/04/10/i-wanted-to-rely-on-the-school-system-how-they-let-me-down/
https://youtu.be/NPIoZfdsOn8?si=FSAiLpWvpeo5QUzP
https://youtu.be/NPIoZfdsOn8?si=FSAiLpWvpeo5QUzP

Photo Gallery: MSP, BSU rally, raise awareness of racism in MCPS

It was the day of the event when my advisor asked me to go outside to the flag poles to cover
an anti-racism rally which was occurring. A bigoted incident happened in a neighboring school
where a student printed 1,000 copies of racial slurs, prompting our schools Minority Scholar
Program and Black Student Union to rally for our public school systems to take action. Using my
camera, | captured their hand painted signs, their passionate speeches, and most importantly,
their anger. MSP and BSU promoted this rally for the entire school, but only a small proportion
of the school showed up in support for this pressing cause. Covering it and publishing for me
meant propelling their anger and making sure they felt heard.

Video: Hispanic heritage assembly celebrates, presents Hispanic culture

At every cultural assembly my school has, you can always find me at the forefront with my
camera. The annual Hispanic heritage assembly showcased how diverse the Hispanic
community is. From traditional dances to a mock quinceanera, | made sure to cover every
aspect of the vibrant assembly for the school to watch. | find it important when making a
broadcast video like this one to tie in all aspects of the event by using proper b-roll and
interviews encapsulating the performers' experience.


https://wjpitch.com/multimedia/photos/2024/10/18/photo-gallery-msp-bsu-rally-raise-awareness-of-racism-in-mcps/
https://wjpitch.com/top-stories/2025/02/05/hispanic-heritage-assembly-celebrates-presents-hispanic-culture/
https://wjpitch.com/top-stories/2025/02/05/hispanic-heritage-assembly-celebrates-presents-hispanic-culture/

Video and Photo Gallery: Senior Citizen Thanksaqiving Luncheon unites Gen Z. Baby Boomers

Our school’s senior luncheon consists of a colorful thanksgiving lunch coordinated by our
students for senior citizens. | was alerted last minute to cover the event, and | was unsure of
what the event entailed before getting there. | saw a mix of students with the elderly, chatting,
eating and dancing, and | was grateful to have my camera to capture those moments. Our
school's jazz band played golden oldies for the senior citizens, and | watched them all show off
their moves on the dance floor. On top of photo coverage, | decided to take clips of the senior
citizens dancing to document the warm feeling that radiated off of the dance floor. Taking the
clips, | created a short video of the music and dance to attach to one of my peers' articles on the
luncheon. This article won a Best of Sno title, and | am proud to have contributed through
photos and videos.


https://wjpitch.com/feature/2024/12/11/senior-citizen-thanksgiving-luncheon-unites-gen-z-baby-boomers/

