PORTFOLIO OF THE YEAR

10F. Photojournalist of the year




ALL SET: After winning the set Abigail
McCaslin, 10, celebrates with the team
Sept. 17.The JV team won the game
against Weatherford 2-1n three sets.
“Volleyball was always about having

a time where | didn't have to stress,”
McCaslin said.

COMMENTARY

During the JV volleyball game, it was a
close game all night. Legacy was making
a big break to win the set. Everybody on
the team was bland in their reactions
when they scored but this one girl,
Abigail McCaslin, the setter, always had
good reactions so | was following her
waiting for the perfect moment.



FINAL BLOW: On the football field,
Ashyln Hurta, 12, and Zoe Wilson, 12,
blow bubbles together at Senior Sunrise
on Aug. 9. Hurta and Wilson were varsity
cheer co-captains. “[Senior Sunrise]

was kind of sad because you always see
other seniors participating, but now it's
your turn,"Hurta said. “It was a mix of
feelings.”

COMMENTARY: One of my first events
this school year was senior sunrise.
Ironically, most of the seniors left the
event before the sun actually rose.
When they started using the bubbles |
positioned myself to where the sun was
hitting them to make good light but not
to blow the photo out.



FILLED WITH COLOR: During the

show “Filtered,”Rihanna Ward, 11,
rehearses with the rest of the color quard
before they take the stage at the band
competition Sept. 28 at Vernon Newsom
Stadium. “[1 just think] breathe, dont get
nervous. You're about to perform—smile,"
Ward said.

COMMENTARY: [ was shooting

the band warming up before their
competition but since I had the 400mm
lens with me | figured might as well
shoot the color guard since they were
kind of far away. When | was shooting |
honestly thought the photo was too tight
since the entirely of the flag wasn't in the
frame. Looking back it was a great photo
since it framed the girl very nicely and |
love the color connection with the flag
and her hair as well.



UP AND AHEAD: (aptain Kalli
Meredith, 12, moves up on a cormner
attack Jan. 3. Legacy lost, 1-0 against
Frisco Lone Star.

COMMENTARY: | went to one of the
first girls soccer tournaments in January
to get photos in daylight since | knew
reqular-season play would mean games
in the dark. This game in particular
Legacy played Frisco Lone Star and it was
a very defensive game. The captain, Kalli
Meredith, was the only one to be able
to move the ball so | focused on her so

| could at least get one good offensive
picture.



BRONCOS

GAME TIME: Linebacker Coach Mark
Walker leads the football team onto the
field Aug. 30 for the first game of the
season against Justin Northwest. Legacy
lost, 34-17.The team had five injuries

in the game with two season-ending
injuries. The quarterback, Jake Jenkins,
10, broke his leg, and Immanuel Moore,
12 tore his ACL.

COMMENTARY: This photo is from the
first varsity football game of the season.
| saw the linebacker coach, Mark Walker,
walking out and decided maybe that
might make an interesting photo. I love
the light and the seriousness on his face.



PHOTOGRAPHER STATEMENT

My name is Max Dearinger. This past school year, 2024-2025, | was a sophomore

at Mansfield Legacy High School. I entered the school year in the Photojournalism
1 class. By the end of the second six weeks, | was moved up to Photojournalism 2
where | was a staff photographer for Legacy Student Media publications.

Both my parents are photographers and my mom teaches the Photojournalism
class at Legacy. From a very young age, | had a camera in my hand. It's always been
a part of my life but | wasn't sure being a part of student media was the path | was
going to take in high school. My freshman year, | decided to join band to get my
fine art credit. | was a member of the drumline and | played football, baseball, and
powerlifting. There was no room for photojournalism in my schedule. | did take
photos of events when | had time. | attended basketball and baseball games and
started shooting more and more.

At the start of my sophomore year, | decided to drop band — it was a great ex-
perience but wasn't my true passion. | signed up for my mom'’s Photo 1 class with
hopes of becoming a staff photographer for Legacy Student Media. At the start of
the school year | went to events like senior sunrise and band practice. Students in
Photo 1 don't usually attend these events — it's not a requirement. | wanted the
practice and to let the Legacy Student Media photographers (those in Photo 2-3)
know that | was serious about my work. | wanted to set myself a part and to make
sure the others on staff knew who | was. During my time in Photo 1, I sharpened
my understanding of composition and exposure — | wanted to fully understood
what aperture, white balance, shutter speed, and 150 truly meant and how to use
them correctly.

When I got moved up to Photo 2, a class my mom didn't teach, | was kind of
thrown into a fire since all the daily stuff was new to me. The class was already in

a groove and had procedures down. | didn't know how all specifics worked —

like the process for photo of the day (POTD). This class was more responsibility. It
wasn't just a class to get a grade. Our work is needed to produce publications and
that meant putting in a bit more effort. Going to events and getting them edited
and submitted weekly for grades was the bulk of the class work. After a few weeks,
I got into a rhythm and was going to three to four assignments a week. Not for the
grade, but because | enjoyed going out and taking pictures.

By the end of the semester, my teacher invited me and seven other photographers
to shoot for UIL as the official photographers of the state football championships at
AT&T Stadium. I shot the 3A Division 1, 5A Division 2, and both 6A division 1and 2
games. These games are what keep me going. | had so much fun at those games.

I still dream about them. | learned a lot from working these games. Being a sports
photographer is one of the best jobs you can have. It's so cool to be on the field at
those big events and to be able to capture that moment in time.

During the second semester, | kept up with my responsibilities and tried to lead

by example in what the other photographers should be doing. When my adviser
started mentioning editorships for next year, | thought that maybe | should try out
but wasn't hesitant as | hadn't even been on staff a full year. | sent my applica-
tionin, and after a few weeks, I was told that [ would be the 2025-2026 Photo
Editor-In-Chief for our yearbook, The Arena. I'm looking forward to the next two
years and what difference | can make as a photo editor on our staff. | can't wait to
see what more | can learn in the future.




