Writer of the Year Entry: Wyatt Meyer

Stories:

- Can we be safe? https://odysseynewsmagazine.net/2024/09/05/can-we-be-safe/

- Game Coverage: CCHS vs. Apalachee High School varsity football:

https://odysseynewsmagazine.net/2024/09/29/game-coverage-cchs-vs-apalachee-high-sch

ool-varsity-football/

- Trump, Harris campaigns visit Athens

https://odysseynewsmagazine.net/2024/11/01/trump-harris-campaigns-visit-athens/
- After Apalachee https://odysseynewsmagazine.net/2025/01/08/after-apalachee/

- Breaking News: Hooker retires as CCSD Superintendent

https://odysseynewsmagazine.net/2025/03/3 1/breaking-news-hooker-retires-as-ccsd-supe

rintendent/
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1-page Application:

At the start of the 2024-25 school year, I made myself a promise: I was going to tackle
the most important stories in my community. It sounds cliche, but for three years, I’d seen a
succession of student journalists in the ODYSSEY Media Group — people who I admired,
befriended, and adored — avoid the most pressing topics because they were challenging. I didn’t
want to make that same excuse again. Even with increased editing, designing, photography, and
leadership responsibilities on my shoulders as EIC, I wanted to take on unknown challenges both
for my own growth and as a service to the Athens community I’ve been raised in.

Though I had no way of knowing it, the year saw Athens cast in a national spotlight. The
Apalachee High School shooting shook the country. Athens was a political hotbed as Georgia
played a pivotal swing-state role in the election. Turmoil embroiled our school district as school
and district positions experienced high rates of turnover.

I prided myself on coverage of all these phenomena and more. In particular, writing about
the Apalachee shooting stretched my reporting skills and developed my authorial voice. To tell a
true, impactful story, I focused on the people rather than the events reported daily in national
news. [ wanted to put a human expression on trauma, to describe the clear-eyed gaze of
resilience, and to force readers to understand an often nebulous experience — a school shooting —
through the universal emotions of fear and hope experienced by neighbors, peers, and all those in
the greater Athens community. Even in reporting on presidential campaigns and superintendent
changes — impactful stories where I prided myself on beating professional outlets to the punch — I
tried to maintain a personal lens in my writing. In this way, I enable access to my writing to
anyone who understands the human experience and what it means to feel happiness, loss, joy,

anger, and any of the other emotions that comprise the oh-so-cliche “most important stories.”



