OPINION

Too personal

Online obsession with outing
celebrities does more harm
than fans seem to realize

in freefall. Can awareness
catch up with urgency?

Crisis mode
Teen mental health is still
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EDITORIAL

The Yondr pouch has become
LAUSDSs million-dollar failure

n a school district where classrooms
overflow, facilities crumble and some
teachers work second jobs to make
ends meet, LAUSD somehow found $7
million for magnetic neoprene pouches.

Not for school supplies, updated tech-
nology or salary raises. For phone pouches.
Yondr pouches, to be exact — the district’s
newest attempt at enforcing digital absti-
nence in the classroom.

And it didn’t take long for students to re-
duce this initiative to what it always was: a
performative, duct-tape solution to a much
deeper structural issue.

Here at Van Nuys High School, it only
took a few days for students to find ways
around the Yondr pouches, a develop-
ment that echoed throughout most of the
district.

From smuggling in decoy phones to or-
dering magnets off Amazon, teenagers
have thoroughly dismantled the fanta-
sy that you can out-engineer an addiction
with Velcro and good intentions.

Let’s give credit where it’s due. LAUSD
made a bold move to improve focus in
classrooms.

Aiming to restrict phone usage wasn’t
completely misguided, as data suggests it
can improve academic performance.

A 2023 report from UNESCO identi-
fied phones as a significant disruption in
classrooms, hinting at the benefits of a
phone ban. Further, a study published by
ScienceDirect, a peer-reviewed database,
found that banning phones would equate
to an extra hour of instructional time per
week.

But the problem is that results only follow
if the policy is enforceable. This one isn’t.

Administrators barely made it a month
before giving up the fight. Teachers
stopped checking pouches. Staff patrolling
the campus stopped caring. As it became
increasingly clear that students couldn’t be
trusted or effectively monitored, enforce-
ment fizzled away.

Today, students openly scroll through
TikTok in hallways and text in class. Every
student still has a Yondr pouch, sure. But
most have never been touched, and many
simply get left at home.

Let that sink in: a multimillion-dollar
solution to phone distraction fell apart in
weeks. The most good that came out of the
Yondr pouches was an excellent case study
in why district-level decisions made in a
vacuum almost always backfire.

What LAUSD failed to anticipate is that
locking a teenager’s lifeline in a fancy oven

TAKES

FASHION FALLOUT Fast fashion is everywhere,
from TikTok hauls to $5 shirts that fall apart

after one wash. It's cheap, trendy and incredibly
tempting. But the low prices mask the exploitative
labor practices and massive environmental labor.
Brands like SHEIN and Temu have built empires on
disposable clothing, prioritizing profit over ethics.
As consumers, we have more power than we think.
Buying less, thrifting and supporting sustainable
brands makes a real difference in challenging an
industry rooted in harm.
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mitt would provoke defiance, not disci-
pline.

According to a 2024 Pew Research Gen-
ter study, 95 percent of teens have smart-
phones, and nearly half say they are online
“almost constantly.”

Clearly, this isn’t just a distraction issue;
it’'s a full-blown dependency. To slap a mag-
net on that dependency and call it a solu-
tion requires an astonishing lack of fore-
sight.

A phone pouch, no matter how well-de-
signed, would never have overridden the
fact that students don’t want to be discon-
nected.

Within weeks of the policy’s implemen-
tation, online tutorials surfaced showing
how to break into the pouches with mag-
nets. Some students took to smashing
them against desks. Once enforcement at
school noticeably died down, many disre-
garded them entirely.

Let’s not pretend this outcome wasn’t in-
evitable. Any policy that hinges on student
integrity, mass compliance and daily ad-
ministrative policing is doomed from the
start.

Resources are already stretched too thin
in LAUSD for schools to monitor bathroom
graffiti, let alone hundreds and thousands
of middle and high school students.

Now we’re left with a pile of green and
gray pouches that students laugh at, teach-
ers ignore and administrators have quietly
started distancing themselves from.

iomn Dollars

A policy that promised to transform
school culture instead revealed how out of
touch district leadership really is.

And that’s $7 million gone — funds that
could have gone toward hiring credentialed
teachers, expanding mental health resourc-
es or, ironically, building better digital liter-
acy programs.

To be clear, the problem isn’'t that LAUSD
wanted to curb phone use. It’s that they
chose the laziest way to do it.

Instead of treating phone dependency as
a real, nuanced challenge worthy of curric-
ulum integration and behavioral support,
they outsourced the problem to a magnet
pouch and called it reform.

There are smarter ways forward.

Designating phone-free classrooms while
allowing limited use during passing peri-
ods and lunch is one. Teaching digital self-
regulation as part of health or advisory cur-
ricula is another. Building genuine trust
with students instead of policing them like
inmates might actually work.

But LAUSD didn’t want nuance. It want-
ed optics. It wanted headlines. And now,
it has them — only not the kind they
hoped for.

The question now is whether LAUSD will
double down on failure or pivot to some-
thing that actually engages students in-
stead of trying to disable them.

Because one thing is clear: a teenager on
their phone is no worse than a district pre-
tending it knows how to stop them.

TEST FATIGUE Standardized tests like the iReady and
SBAC hold little meaning for the very students who
take them. They don't reflect real learning or growth,
mostly serving to secure state funding. Meanwhile,
valuable instructional time is eaten up by standardized
testing — time teachers could spend actually
supporting students. Ultimately, this system forces
students and teachers to jump through hoops with
little benefit. It's time to rethink a model that wastes
time and energy just to meet funding quotas.
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