After each win, the MVP of
the match places a “WIN"
sticker on a poster in the
locker room.
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In @ match against
Bellarmine, fights to keep
the ball not only inbounds but also away from an
opposing player. Peercy returned to the team
after playing club soccer during his junior year. |
didn't play last year, and it kind of worked out
because now I'm committed,” Peercy said.
A few inches off the ground,
taps the ball, keeping it
inbounds. After tapping the ball, he drived the
ball down the line to Cristian Pires "26.
Before a corner kick attempt,
raises his hands to signal to
teammates to be ready to score. He kicked the

ball, hoping to set up his teammates for a header.

“l just try to hit it in the same spot every time for

- LUIS ANGULO 27

a little curve on it, back post for Jaden or Luis,”
Perez said. Pressuring an
opposing player, locks his
eyes onto the ball, tracking it. His pressure forced
a pass, preventing the Bellarmine player from
pushing futher up. photos by nishabh anand

- JOSUE PELAEZ "27

After a rough previous

season, the team
made strides toward
a comeback on

corner kick assist into a header pierced the goal.
The bench erupted in cheers. Players sprung from
their seats-players in blue jerseys. The other
bench was silent, glued to their seats. Heads
stared at the turf. On January 10 in the middle of the game, the
scoreboard showed 2-0 in favor of Junipera Serra High School.
In last year's season, the team had a losing record. 12 of this
year's 14 seniors were on that team.

multiple levels.

throughout the season, namely injuries. Due to injuries, multiple
players-such as and

-fought and made their own individual
comebacks, maintaining the momentum of the team's season.
"l wanted to play every minute of every game, so being hurt
not only hurt physically but also mentally," Garcia said. "
wanted to get back not just for myself but for the team." For
every goal made, there was an assist to

"It was probably one of the worst TH ERE'S A MASSIVE set it up or a kick from the corner. For

seasons Saint Francis has had in
history, and that just got in every
returning player's head," team

captain said.

"I tell the boys and remind them that
every game that we play from now on
and forward, it's just very personal to
us."

With a longing to take back a reputation which had been
lost, the season kicked off with the return of

-a former player who due to club soccer was not able to
play in the previous season. "People have said that | brought

PART IN TEAM ENERGY
AND POSITIVITY IN THE
GAME. IT'S REALLY HYPE
TO WIN AND COME BACK.

every drive to the opposing goal, there
was a player who tripped and chose to
get up and continue fighting for ball
control. For every second the ball was on
the opponent's side, there was a goalie
getting hands on every ball to deny the
opposing team any momentum-this was

not their comeback. "Sophomore year was the dream team.

22-2-2," goalkeeper
getting back to where it all started for me, just getting to those
finals again. That's sort of the pressure to exceed those
expectations." On January 10, a ball struck through the goal.

-JULIAN HOYT ‘29

wow &5
The team ignited a tradition of wearing ties
on game days to “deal with business."

“Matter of fact, | go beyond the tie. | put a bow tie.
We want to show up as one cohesive family. Even
though we might wear different color shirts, the tie
is an identifiable garment that makes us, us.”

“l can't pass up an opportunity to get all tidy and
everything. | just think it means putting your best
self forward, showing other people that you care
about the it, that you're committed to the team.”

-LUCA D'ERRICO "27

the level up and that | was the heart of the team. It means a lot
to me to be able to have an impact on this team," Peercy said.
With last year's season cemented in the past, the team
exploded through the field, displaying a five game win streak.
However, the team still dealt with multiple obstacles

“| was for the ties. It just gets us in that right
mindset to go out and just play our game. We
don't care about what other people think. We just
do our thing."

“| remember when Michael texted about the ties

some of the kids were saying no at first. All of us
come to school wearing the same thing to show

we're all part of a family and team culture.”

“| think it's classy. When one guy’s not wearing
the tie, it kind of throws everyone off. | never was
able to find a tie. I've been borrowing my dad's tie
for every game.”

said. So just

The bench lit up-a bench of white jerseys. Eight minutes later,
a shot skimmed past the goalie's gloves into the bottom corner
of the goal. All eight players, both coaches, and junior

's little brother Rodri jumped up and celebrated. Tied
game. Two minutes went by. The bench erupted. Coach

ot now, we geel
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