
While some kids get standard jobs at 
fast food restaurants, freshman Amelija 
Fredericks’ job is a little more unique. 
However, for Amelija, it doesn’t seem 
like a job. Instead, she sees it as an 
opportunity to come together with those 
around her. 

“I do enjoy working on it because it’s 
helped me grow closer to my family and 
gave us things to work on together,” 
Amelija said.

For years, the Fredericks’ family 
has harvested and sold homemade 
honey from their free range bees. 
From only selling to friends and family, 
to partnering with a local shop, the 
Fredricks’ honey has grown in demand. 

“People come in and buy two or three 
or even four jars of honey, especially if 
it’s a little bit of a drive,” owner of Old 
Town Spice Shoppe John Loucks said. 
“You know, they’ll buy 3-4 jars of honey 
and they come back every year and ask 
specifically for the Fredericks’ honey.” 

Learning from her family’s example, 
Amelija has grown to understand how 
starting and running a business works. 
Working with her family’s business has 
helped her in other ways like learning to 
prioritize both her time and her values, 
focusing on what matters most to her, 
and learning how to work with others, 
whether it’s at school, girl scouts or 
volleyball. 

“She’s locked in,” Anne Ross-Weldy, 
Amelija’s Girl Scout Leader and close 
friend of the Fredericks said. “She’s very 
focused and determined. If she’s going to 
do something, she’s going to do it. She 
doesn’t complain about it, she’s really 
good about it,  always staying very driven 
in whatever task is before her.”

Amelija describes working with her 
family’s business as one of her hobbies, 
using the business as an opportunity to 
grow closer together with her parents 
and her sisters. 

“I have grown so much closer with my 
family throughout these years creating 
cherishable and valuable memories to 
last a lifetime,” Amelija said. 

Amelija Fredricks uses a smoker to calm 
the bees in her family’s hive. The Fredricks 
family uses the hives to make their honey, 
which they later sell at their stand. (Photo 
submitted)   

NORTH GRADUATE 
BECOMES SPORTS 
BROADCASTER
Dominic Hoscher utilizes skills he learned while a part of publications at North

Some people spend their time watching 
sports on their televisions from their sofas, 
listening to a voice describing the game in 
fine detail. Dominic Hoscher spends his time 
watching sports on the other side of the 
screen, in the booth. He is the voice some 
hear while watching two teams battle in 
fierce competition. 

Hoscher, 25, a current resident of 
Carbondale, Illinois, went on to college 
at Lindenwood University in St. Charles, 
Missouri, where he would obtain his 
Bachelor’s degree. While it may seem like 
Hoscher started pursuing sports media when 
he was very young, he only started as a 
junior in high school at FHN.

“I wanted to figure out what my future 
was going to be,” Hoscher said. “I landed in 
journalism class and that’s where I wanted 
to be.” 

Hoscher officially works in the Southern 
Illinois University Carbondale athletic 
department as sports information director. 
SIU Carbondale was where he got his 
Master’s degree from. He also does sports 
broadcasting for ESPN+ on the side. His 
first broadcasting job was at Lindenwood 
with Prepcast, which covers the marquee 
high school and low-level college sports. 
When Hoscher calls games, most of the 
time he is the play-by-play announcer, and 
one  game specifically stands out as the most 
memorable.

“I got to broadcast SIU v. SLU (St. Louis 
University),” Hoscher said. “I got to interview 
the team that I grew up rooting for. I got to 
interview a coach that I watched when I was 
young.”

Preparing for games can be extremely 
difficult for some broadcasters, but for 
Hoscher, he has it all in a system. For 
basketball, he uses two Excel sheets 
and those house both teams’ rosters, all 
information and statistics, and all of the 
teams’ details and stories. The sheets 
also hold the information of the coaches, 
conference standings, league statistics, 
and information from interviews prior 

to the game. Hoscher recommends that 
broadcasters should definitely reach out to 
the other team to learn about them. Hoscher 
has gotten a great deal of his inspiration for 
broadcasting from two universally well-
known names in the sports world.

“There’s a couple I always wanted to use 
as inspiration, Kevin Harlan and Joe Buck,” 
Hoscher said. “I watched how they do it, I 
appreciate how they do it, and it motivates 
me more when I watch them.”

FHN coach Will Crawford attended 
Lindenwood with Hoscher. Crawford 
originally majored in broadcast journalism, 
but did not like working a desk job and 
switched to a career in teaching. The 
two were first introduced to each other 
in a sports broadcasting class. Crawford 
had multiple positive things to say about 
Hoscher.

“There are not many people who actually 
do what they originally wanted to do,” 
Crawford said. “He rode out the storm, got 
his Master’s and is thriving. It’s really cool to 
see.” 

Hoscher and Crawford both recommend 
practicing and asking questions to get better 
at broadcasting. Hoscher also recommends 
going up in the booth and simply having fun. 
Having fun is one of the things that Hoscher 
likes the most about broadcasting, but his 
favorite thing is not having to worry about 
anything other than the game.

“It’s the escape from everything else,” 
Hoscher said. “When I go on the air for two 
to three hours, my main focus is on the 
game. I get away from everything else in the 
world and that makes it fun and enjoyable.”

Hoscher is working the job that he had 
wanted since he was in high school, but his 
goal is not fully accomplished. Eventually, 
he wants to call an NFL or an NBA game, or 
win an award or accolade, like many people 
would. However, Hoscher’s main goal is to 
be around a phenomenal group of people at 
work.

“I want to work with a group of people that 
I truly enjoy,” Hoscher said. “If I wake up at 5 
a.m., I want to be excited to go to work.”

Dominic Hoscher broadcasts an SIU Salukis’ basketball game. (Photo submitted)

LEARN 
MORE 
ABOUT
DOMINIC 
HOSCHER
Scan the QR code 
to visit the Southern 
Illinois University 
website and view his 
staff profile.

“I like watching 
college football. It’s 
entertaining and my 
parents have their 
favorite college teams 
and the colleges that 
they went to, so we 
always root for their 
alma mater.”

Nicole Knop, 11

SWEET BUSINESS 
BRINGS FAMILY 
CLOSER 
TOGETHER
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WHAT’S 
YOUR 
FAVORITE 
SPORT TO 
WATCH ON 
TV?

“Hockey. They’ll all of 
the sudden just break 
out into a big fight. It’s 
fun to watch.”

Katie Ayers, 10

“Soccer. We’re just 
a soccer family. It’s 
entertaining.”

Brendan 
Hoegemeier, 9


