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“ I would never change my mind about my outfits.” 
Leslie Gutierrez, 12
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With the spread of the COVID-19 
virus, El Paso County issued an indefinite 
stay-at-home order on March 24, 11 days 
after the first positive COVID-19 case was 
reported on March 13. With school and 
event cancellation in order, El Pasoans had 
to change their way of life quickly. Health 
authorities in the county and at the CDC 
urged everyone to wear face mask at the 
grocery store and pharmacy, along with 
maintaining social distance. To enforce 
that, non-essential businesses and parks 
were closed.

As of April 13, there were 300 positive 
cases of the virus in El Paso. While the 
death count remained at two, El Pasoans 
complained of residents ignoring the order 
and continuing their daily routines. As a 
result, the city extended the stay at home 
order to May 17. 
Copy by Heather Nguyen, Lia Rodriguez 
and Nayeli Andrade.

As the spread of COVID-19 
accelerated, SISD decided to extend 
spring intersession for two extra weeks.

The city of El Paso confirms the 
first local case of COVID-19.

City Council votes to close 
all non-essential businesses 
and prohibits restaurants from 
allowing dine-in customers.

More 
information 
about the 
virus emerges, 
and Aztecs 
find ways 
to pass the 
time in self-
isolation, like 
art teacher 
Allison Vega 
and her chalk 
creation.

UIL cancels all events from 
March 16 through March 29.

City officials issue 
a stay-at-home 
order, in effect 
until April 30.

Sports 
teams, clubs, 

organizations and 
teachers hosted 
Zoom meetings 
with the start of 

distance learning.

Seniors across 
SISD decorate 
their front doors 
with items that 
represented 
their senior year, 
including senior 
Danya Ruiz.

“We thought it would go away, until my 
grandfather passed.”

Those were the words that Chris Harris said, 
warning felllow students and El Pasoans about the 
very real dangers of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

When news of the virus began to change 
the way of life, senior Chris Harris and his family 
did not think much of the virus. Like most, they 
thought it would pass and life would go back 
to normal. It was only when it came to their 
doorstep, affecting Harris’grandparents, that they 
had to face the pandemic’s severity. 

“It hit us hard,” Harris said. “It became a 
reality to us that this was real and very severe.”

On March 23, Arnold Obey, Harris’s 
grandfather, died as a result of the virus.

“Losing him has left a big hole in my heart,” 
Harris said. “And that hole will never be filled.”

Arnold Obey was born on March 5, 1947 and 
was a father figure for senior Chris Harris. He said 
Obey was there for him when he felt like there 
was no one else to talk to and made him the man 
he is today.

“It’s been tough accepting the fact that he’s 
gone,” Harris said. “I know that he is at peace and 
would want me to continue living, not just for me, 
but for him.
Copy by Heather Nguyen.

AZTEC LOSES GRANDFATHER TO VIRUS

March 5, 1947-
March 22, 2020

Junior Chris Harris with his family.

Harris with grandfather 
Arnold Obey.
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STAY-AT-HOME ORDER EXTENDS TO MAY 17

Flatten the Curve 
Slowing the spread of an 
epidemic disease so that 
the capacity of the health 
care system doesn’t 
become overwhelmed.

Community Spread
The spread of a disease 
where the infection 
source is unknown.

Social Distancing 
Measures that reduce 
contact between large 
groups of people.

Asymptomatic
Showing no evidence of 
disease, but according 
to research, still being 
infected and able to 
spread the disease.

Quarantine
A strict isolation imposed 
on people who may have 
had contact with the virus 
to prevent the spread of 
a disease.

Zooming
As a verb, used to 
describe video meetings, 
both profesional and 
personal, using the Zoom 
website. 
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As non-essential business 
were restriced on March 
17, panic buying caused 
long lines at stores, empty 
shelves and a lack of toilet 
paper rolls. This photo was 
posted to Melody Medina’s 
Instagram account.

March 19

Texas Governor Greg 
Abbott institutes new 
restrictions on groups.

Gov. Abbott 
closes schools 
for the rest of the 
semester, and UIL 
announces that all 
athletic seasons 
and academic 
competitions are 
cancelled. 

April 17

City Council 
extended the 
stay-at-home 
order until May 
17, as confirmed 
virus cases 
mounted.

April 13

March 21
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