15 minutes

What can happen in 15 minutes? For these new vaccine recipients — who wait in Eugene’s Autzen
Stadium parking lot on April 29 and May 1 — 15 minutes can mean a lot. For some, it means smiles
radiating through windshields and muffled laughter seeping from open windows. For others, it
means time spent on Zoom in the driver’s seat. For most, it is a moment of silent reflection as they
wait for their chance to drive away and move on. Regardless of how these 15 minutes pass, all these
people have likely experienced intense grief, confusion, love, growth and loss over the past year. As
vaccinations roll out, a society in flux can slowly move back to normalcy.
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