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GOLDEN TIGKET

Women’s basketball team advances to the NCAA Tournament

The Shorthorn: Nicholas Badeaux

Senior forward Emma Halverson celebrates alongside Lady Mavericks after winning the 2022 Sun Belt Conference tournament finals against Troy University 76-61 on March 7 at
the Pensacola Bay Center. Halverson tore her ACL in February, ending her season just before the tournament, so she cheered on and supported her teammates.

BY ANDREW TINEO
The Shorthorn sports editor

PENSACOLA, Fla. — With
less than a minute before the
Sun Belt Conference final
ended, head coach Shereka
Wright finally allowed herself
to smile.

At that point, her team had
already pulled ahead by double
digits against Troy University,
locking in an automatic bid to
the NCAA Tournament for the
first time since 2007.

As blue and yellow stream-
ers rained down on the court,
Wright embraced junior for-
ward Starr Jacobs, eyes brim-
ming with tears.

“Tt takes a village to get to

this point, and were going to
celebrate today,” Wright said.

The Lady Mavericks won
the Sun Belt Conference tour-
nament for the first time in
program history, defeating
the No. 1 seed Troy 76-61 at
the Pensacola Bay Center. It
will be the third appearance
in the NCAA Tournament in
program history and the first
representing the Sun Belt Con-
ference.

“I'm so happy for our uni-
versity, our athletic depart-
ment, our student athletes and
our staff,” Wright said.

The team will not be the
only ones saying goodbye to the
Sun Belt as UTA will join the

Western Athletic Conference in
July.

For Jim Baker, it was his last
opportunity to witness a UTA’s
basketball program win a con-
ference championship as the
university’s athletics director.

Baker announced his resig-
nation from the position Feb.
8, which will take effect Sept. 1.

When UTAs players, coach-
es and staff cut pieces of the
net as a celebratory tradition
after winning the match, Baker
made sure he took part in the
process.

“I've watched the net get cut
down for 10 years here, and it’s
fun to be part of it,” Baker said.

CHAMPIONS continues on page 4-5
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Head coach Shereka Wright cries as she embraces junior forward
Starr Jacobs after winning the 2022 Sun Belt Conference
tournament finals on March 7 at the Pensacola Bay Center.

CULTURE

UTA celebrates women’s history

ADAPTIVE

ATHLETICS

Home court favor

The campus will host
various events such as
speaker discussions and
a self-defense class.

BY FRANGESKA ‘WOLF’ ISALY AND

JOHNATHAN PERRIELLO
The Shorthorn staff

March brings the oppor-
tunity to reflect on women’s
accomplishments, trials
and tribulations through
the country’s decades-long
tradition: Women’s Histo-
ry Month.

This yearly recognition
of women’s history began
as a national celebration
in 1981, when Congress
authorized and requested

former President Ronald
Reagan to proclaim the
week beginning March 7,
1982, as “Women’s History
Week,” according to the Li-
brary of Congress’ Women'’s
History Month website.

In 1987, after being pe-
titioned by the National
Women’s History Project,
Congress passed legislation
that designated March as
Women’s History Month
that year and acknowl-
edged American women of
every race, class and ethnic
background for their con-
tributions to the country.

Between 1988 and 1994,
Congress passed additional
resolutions requesting and

authorizing the U.S. presi-
dent to proclaim March as
Women’s History Month.
Since 1995, presidents have
issued a series of annual
proclamations designat-
ing the month in honor of
women’s history.

Every March, people can
honor generations of trail-
blazing women and girls
who have built the nation,
shaped its progress and
strengthened the character
of'its people, said President
Joe Biden in this year’s
proclamation.

As part of this month’s
celebration, the Office of
Multicultural Affairs is
hosting various events,

including speaker discus-
sions and a self-defense
class. For some faculty, this
month serves as a time to
reflect on and appreciate
women in society and their
personal lives.

The month is an op-
portunity to think about
women in historical roles
that have been primari-
ly focused on men, said
Dustin Harp, communi-
cation associate professor
and Women’s and Gender
Studies program director.

Jessica Sanchez, Student
Advocacy Services director
and adjunct professor for
the School of Social Work

WOMEN continues on page 2
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Senior Clarence McCarthy-Grogan dribbles the ball during a game against
the University of Alabama on Feb. 11 at the Maverick Activities Center.

VISIT UTA.EDU/CAMPUS-OPS/
STUDENT-CENTERS

BNAVERSTTY CENTER

THE NEW HUB AT
UT ARLINGTON

STUDENT UNION FEES

o Current fee is $39 per semester, the second lowest fee in the
state among major institutions

o |f approved, fee would not increase until Fall 2026

WHAT'S TO KNOW?

o Dedicated resource center for student organizations and student
focused services will be featured prominently within the UC

e Enhance dining options with shorter, faster and more efficient lines

 Open floor concept allows natural light to flow through all levels of
the building and improves wayfinding

* More room allotted for all facets of student life, the new UC will
give Mavericks plenty of space to focus on their goals, get work
done, and recharge between classes

&




Page 2

THE SHORTHORN

Wednesday, March 9, 2022

Women

continued from page 1

and Women’s and Gender
Studies, said when she thinks of
women during the month, she
first thinks of her mom.

Jaime Green, marketing and
management senior, said she
also thinks of her mother during
Women’s History Month because
of how hard she worked to start
her own business and become
financially independent.

“She was a school teacher, and
she didn’t have the passion for it
anymore after her father passed,”
Green said. “She just wanted to
be able to be there for her kids.”

Sanchez said that within so-
ciety and academia, she admires
Gloria Anzaldia and Patricia
Zavella, two Chicana feminist
scholars, as well as Patricia Hill
Collins and Kimberlé Crenshaw,
two prominent Black feminist
scholars.

She appreciates her colleagues,
who motivate her to continue her
work on campus every day, San-
chez said.

During the month, she wears
hoop earrings and braids her
hair to connect with her culture.
She doesn’t hesitate to share her
thoughts and acknowledge her
accomplishments.

Harp draws inspiration from
many women, including those in

her family and Hillary Clinton,
who she said has fought for many
people while weathering society’s
scorn.

She recognizes Women’s His-
tory Month by organizing events
and educating people on women’s
issues, Harp said.

Her goal is to teach people on
those issues in hopes that they do
the right thing, she said.

If students can learn why the
month is important, they can
pass that information on to other
generations, she said.

UTA is hosting several wom-
en’s history events this month.

Last year’s Women’s History
Month theme for events was “Re-
defining the ‘F’ Word: Feminism,”
said Relius Johnson, Multicul-
tural Affairs assistant director.

This year’s theme is “Women’s
Health, Women’s Choice.”

Johnson said he focuses on
“three E’s” in his programs — em-
power, educate and engage. The
programs planned for this month
will hit all three, but some events
will prioritize one focus over the
others.

He hopes students learn some-
thing at the events and gain a
new perspective.

Green said she was particular-
ly excited for UTA’s women’s art
show, where her own work will
be displayed.

It will be her first time pre-
senting her work in public, and

she may use certain colors to
depict feminism in her piece, she
said.

Johnson said there are eight
women in his life who have
shaped him into the person he is
today, including his grandmother
and Melanie Sheppard, former

Multicultural Affairs director.

Sanchez said women’s history,
like Black history, deserves to be
recognized all year rather than
just during one specific month.

Green said women are contin-
ually fighting for equality, includ-
ing in jobs and wages.

llustration by Yvonne Collier

“Women are constantly seen as
the underdog,” she said. “I think
the more we raise awareness, the
better it’s going to be for us in the
long run.”

@WOLFISALY @PERRIELLO369
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MARCH 16 & 30

Group Exercise Room (102B) in
the Maverick Activities Center

Open to UTA students, employees, families and
their dependents 12 years and older.
Booster doses available for eligible individuals.

Movin' Mavs Wheelchair Basketball
DIVISION OF STUDENT AFFAIRS
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REMEMBER

The Shorthorn invites students, university
employees and alumni to submit guest
columns to the Opinion section.
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First Amendment applies to athletes, too

With COVID-19 regulations and the recent conflict between Ukraine and Russia,
the question of whether athletes should voice opinions on political topics has flared up once again

en football play-

er Colin Kaepernick

kneeled to the nation-

al anthem in protest of

racial inequalities and Black oppres-

sion a few years ago, phrases like “stick

to sports” flooded online comment
sections.

For some fans, it's out of line for
athletes to speak up about politics.
They think those athletes should focus
on what they do best: “shut up” and
play ball.

Between the current Ukraine-
Russia conflict and COVID-19
regulations, asking athletes to focus on
playing and avoid discussing politics
is now irrational and, quite frankly,
impossible.

Athletes come from all over the
world. They all have the right to engage
in political and social topics relevant
to them. Sports organizations should
lead conversations on worldwide
issues, and athletes should voice their
opinions and use their platforms to
influence millions of people.

Most of these athletes do not solely
play for themselves — they play for
their nations. An example of where
such nationalism can be found is the
Olympics. At the 2020 Olympics
Games in Tokyo, thousands of athletes
participated, representing over 200
countries.

In late February, the International
Olympic Committee executive board
recommended international sports
federations and organizers bar Russian
and Belarusian athletes and officials
from competing. They are only to be
accepted as neutral athletes or neutral
teams, without display of national
symbols, colors, flags or anthems.

The organizations that oversee
professional  tennis  recently
announced they will prohibit Russia
and Belarus from competing in team
tournaments but will still allow players
from those countries to participate
without national identification.

The announcement, while
understandable, is shocking, seeing as
Russia has taken the tennis world by

storm, and both its men’s and women'’s
teams won the major national team
tournaments last year. But such
actions from organizations wouldn’t
have happened without players voicing
their stances.

When the invasion happened,
Elina Svitolina, Ukrainian and former
No. 3 singles women’s tennis player,
announced she wouldn't participate
in any matches against Russian or
Belarusian players until the tennis
organizations followed the IOC’s
recommendations.

Amid the invasion, Russian tennis
player Daniill Medvedev became
the 27th No. 1 men’s singles player.
Medvedev’s national identification is
unlisted on the Association of Tennis
Professionals’ ranking website.

It is unfair to Medvedey, as politics
have hindered his achievements, and
he has been vocal about wanting
peace. The same goes for any Russian
or Belarusian athlete who has spoken
up against their government’s actions
yet is still shunned by other countries
or organizations.

However, its necessary because

it shows that sports associations are
willing to take a definite stance instead
of hiding under the rug. It reminds
nations like Russia that they will
not receive support from worldwide
organizations for their destructive
behaviors.

Players like Svitolina aren’t afraid to
voice their opinions, and it works. She
has influenced how the tennis world
reacts to political events and grown
people’s faith that sports organizations
may continue to speak up for what’s
right.

That doesn’t mean players will not
be penalized for their actions. After
kneeling, Kaepernick opted out of
his contract as quarterback for the
San Francisco 49ers in 2017 and
has remained unsigned. But had he
refused to opt out, the 49ers would
still have released him, according to
ESPN.

The same goes for athletes who
decided to take a stance against
vaccination mandates. Brooklyn Nets
guard Kyrie Irving has been sidelined
from playing home games since
New York implemented a vaccine

lllustration by Arturo Ramos

requirement.

Irving’s been in a standoff with
COVID-19 vaccine mandates for
some time, saying it’s his decision to
take the vaccine. The New York City
government has planned to loosen
its vaccine mandates, but uncertainty
remains over Irving’s ability to play in
home games before the regular season
ends in April.

In tennis, former No. 1 player
Novak Djokovic said he is prepared
to miss both the French Open and
Wimbledon if he is turned away for
not being vaccinated.

Earlier this year, Djokovic was
involved in a court case with the
Australian government over his
vaccination status. He was deported
from the country days before the
2022 Australian Open, a Grand Slam
tournament Djokovic has won nine
times.

While fans may not be happy with
the political decisions, they should
welcome them as sports organizations
are standing up to their beliefs and
using their platforms for a greater
good even if the decisions don’t align

Le is a journalism senior and
The Shorthorn managing editor.

Join the discussion by
commenting online at
theshorthorn.com.

with the fans’ beliefs.

But sports also require fan
support, which explains why many
associations have loosened their hands
and begun to ignore political matters.
Throughout the 2022 Super Bowl,
fans and celebrities seldom wore
masks, despite the venue’s policy to do
so except when eating or drinking.

Based on photos of the audience,
everybody must have been eating and
drinking with the number of people
not wearing masks during the game.

Sports connect people all over the
world. People look up to athletes. That,
in itself, gives sports organizations the
platform to be political megaphones
and stand up for their beliefs.

Its time for American sports
organizations to move past
performative acts and stop avoiding
partisan friction. Its also time for
athletes to voice their beliefs and for
the public to not ridicule them over
that.

Athletes are human beings, and
they have every right to speak up for
issues they care about.

The stick-to-sports era is over. It
took long enough, but it’s here.

@DANGHLE
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EDITORIAL

Voter turnout in Texas plummets for primary elections

With a small fraction

race had more recognizable

didn’t, according to data by

information on the

ballot By Feb. 28,

Harris

THE ISSUE:

of Texas’ population
exercising their right
to vote, The Shorthorn
Editorial Board reminds
Texans of the importance
of voting in primary
elections.

s candidates for the

general  election

emerge after the

022 primary elec-

tion, one thing becomes clear:

only a fraction of Texans are
deciding Texas’ fate.

The Shorthorn Editorial
Board believes the primary is
just as important as any other
election, as its the first step
to picking out the candidates
who will shape the future of
the state.

However, the low voter
turnout, whether from the
races’ predictability or the
state’s efforts to restrict voting,
may mean people will not have
the best candidates as Texans
move forward to the general
election Nov. 8.

Inthegubernatorial primary
race, which is typically the
most anticipated race during
the primary election, almost
900,000 more Republicans
than Democrats voted.

Many factors may affect
this turnout. Republican
incumbent Gov. Greg Abbott’s

opponents in former Texas
Sen. Don Huffines and former
Florida congressman Allen
West.

On the other hand,
the Democratic race felt
predetermined as unknown
candidates battled against
former Texas Rep. Beto
O'Rourke, who ran for
Senate in 2018 and the 2020
Democratic presidential
primary election.

But for whatever reasons,
the biggest race in the 2022
primary election, which
results in an expected result
of O'Rourke vs. Abbott, only
attracted around three million
voters, with more than 95% of
the ballots being counted.

By January, 17.1 million
Texans were registered to
vote, according to the Texas
Secretary of State’s website.
But the U.S. Census Bureau
reported there were 29.1
million Texans in 2020, and
21.7 of them are 18 and older.

In other words, less than
20% of Texas eligible voters
cast their ballots for the 2022
primary election, and not all
Texans have registered to vote.

This is hardly a surprise
considering that only a quarter
of registered voters showed
up in 2020, when voters were
motivated by a presidential
race. The majority - 74.5% —

The Texas Tribune.

However, this data does not
reflect the entire situation.

Last September, Abbott
signed Senate Bill 1 into law,
banning drive-thru and 24-
hour voting and tightening
mail-in voting by requiring IDs.
It also prohibits county officials
from mailing unrequested
applications to people, such as
voting instructions for eligible
voters. The law went into effect
last December.

The new voting law
requires eligible
Texas voters
to include
their
driver’s
license
number
or Social
Security
number —
whichever
they used
to register
—on

both
the mail-in
ballot application
and its  carrier
envelope.

Since the required ID

envelope is printed in small font
and under the envelope flap,
many people would overlook it
considering they have already
printed their number on the
mail-in ballot application.

The damage is apparent.
Before the first primary election
under the new voting law,
counties reported initial ballot
rejection rates between 8% to
30%, with ID requirements
tripping up a majority of
voters for both parties in large

and midsize

counties,
‘ according
S to The Texas

Tibune. Less than
2% of mail-in ballots

were rejected in the 2018
primary election, according to
the U.S. Election Assistance
Commission.
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County had rejected 11,185
of 88,508 mail-in ballots —
approximately 29% — due
to identification issues, as
confirmed by an election
administrator to Houston
Public Media.

Instead of encouraging
more people to vote, voting
locations only open from 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m.,, limiting the benefits
to retirees and people with
9-to-5 office jobs.

The Shorthorn Editorial
Board once again encourages
all Texans to consider
participating in all elections,
as each of them has a special
purpose of shaping policies in
Texas. For people who demand
rights and changes, the most
direct way is to elect the
politicians whose policies align
with their beliefs.

The right to vote for all
Americans wasn't given. It was
earned. However, some Texans
seem to have forgotten their
privilege to vote.

The cycle appears to have
constantly repeated: Not many
adults registered to vote. Not
many registered voters cast
their ballots. Not every ballot
is counted.

In the end, Texas politics
shows little progress despite
the constant election cycles.

The Shorthorn Editorial
Board is made up of managing

The 2022 primary election ends
with low voter turnout due to lack of
interest and new Texas’ restrictive
voting law.

WE THINK:

Senate Bill 1, which went into

effect last year, has produced a
lower voter turnout. Instead of
encouraging more people to vote
and driving excitement for the
elections, Texas officials have found
ways to restrict options for voters.

TAKE AGTION:

All Texans should consider
participating in all elections since
they serve different purposes

to shape the future of Texas.
While the new voting law creates
obstacles for voters, people
should be careful when submitting
a ballot to ensure they have met
all the requirements needed to be
counted.

editor Dang Le; editor-in-
chief Angelica Perez; associate
news editor Erick Estrada;
Divya Konkimalla, life and
entertainment editor; design
editor Claudia Humphrey;
news reporter Mallika Chahal;
and Ayesha Shaji, life and
entertainment reporter.
Humphrey was not present for
this editorial decision, and copy
desk chiet Jill Bold filled in.

managing-editor.shorthorn@uta.edu
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Mavericks face loss in their final
Sun Belt Conference tournament

The men’s basketball team got
eliminated in the first round
Thursday, losing to the University
of Louisiana at Lafayette.

BY ANDREW TINEO

The Shorthorn sports editor

PENSACOLA, Fla. — Shooting
the basketball became the Achil-
les’ heel during the men’s basket-
ball team’s short-lived experience
in its last Sun Belt Conference
tournament.

Heading into the tournament,
UTA had lost its last three games,
scoring under 60 points in each
game.

The Mavericks lost in the first
round of the tournament Thurs-
day 67-64 against the University
of Louisiana at Lafayette.

“We just couldn’t get consecu-
tive stops, and we needed to get
stops in the second half)” head
coach Greg Young said.

The team ended its season on
a four-game losing streak and
shot less than 40% from the field
during that span.

“We just struggled to score,”
Young said. “You just hate to get
in those doldrums at this time of
the year.”

UTA finished with less than 65
points in those four games and
made 28.7% from beyond the arc.

The Mavericks made 28.8% of
their shots in the first half and
made seven of their 27 3-point
attempts in the game against Lou-
isiana.

The Mavericks were outre-
bounded 20-15 in the first half
and had two assists on seven made

field goals.

UTA cut the deficit to three
with two seconds left, but an at-
tempt for overtime fell short at
the buzzer.

It was the 11th game this year
UTA lost by 10 points or less
against a Sun Belt team, with 10
of them by single digits.

Young credited his defense for
keeping them in the game and
giving the offense opportunities
to score.

“We had some good looks cre-
ated by our defense,” he said. “We
just didn’t stick them, and I think
we could have stuck on and taken
the lead there when it’s three or
four, and then maybe we flip that
momentum.”

Sophomore forward Patrick
Mwamba matched his career-high
with 19 points and was the team’s
second-leading scorer.

Mwamba added seven re-
bounds, the second-most of the
season, and a season-high four
steals.

Graduate guard David Azore
finished the season averaging 19.9
points per game, tied for 10th in a
single season in program history.

Azore currently ranks seventh
in career free throw percentage at
80.9%.

He finished the season with
the sixth-most points in program
history. Azore attests his success
to his teammates, coaches and
support system at UTA, he said.

Sophomore forward Kaodirichi
Akobundu-Ehiogu finished the
game with four blocks and moved
to third place all-time in program

history with 134.

It was the 11th game this season
he recorded four or more blocks.

Louisiana head coach Bob Mar-
lin commended Young and the
Mavericks for their effort.

“Coach Young is a friend and
a good basketball coach,” Marlin
said. “His teams play hard, and
they showed that today.”

The season concluded Young’s
first season as the Mavericks’ head
coach. Before being promoted to
the position, he previously served
as an assistant and associate coach
on the staff.

The loss marked the Mavericks’
last game as a Sun Belt Confer-
ence member before they move to
the Western Athletic Conference
for the 2022-2023 academic year
July 1.

UTA has been a member of the
conference since the 2013-2014
academic year and has 94 confer-
ence wins, the third-most during
that time frame.

During its tenure, the program
won a Sun Belt regular season
championship in 2017 and made
two Sun Belt Conference tourna-
ment finals appearances but lost
both in 2018 and 2019.

Men’s basketball has not made
an NCAA Tournament appearance
since 2008, the lone one in pro-
gram history.

UTA finished its season with an
11-18 record and 7-10 in Sun Belt
Conference play.

@D_TINEO4

sports-editor.shorthorn@uta.edu
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Sophomore guard Nicolas Elame gets blocked from a layup during the first round of the 2022 Sun Belt Conference tournament against the
University of Louisiana at Lafayette on March 3 at the Pensacola Bay Center. Elame finished with nine points and made three of his six field goals.
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The Lady Mavericks spray head coach Shereka Wright in the locker room after winning the 2022 Sun Belt Conference tournament finals against Troy University on March 7 at the Pensacola Bay Center. Wright won the championship in her second season as the Lady Mavericks’ head coach.

Champions

continued from page 1

Wright reminisced about the interview for the Lady Mavericks’
head coach position where Baker said he wanted to win a champi-
onship, and she wanted to fulfill that, she said.

“That was a moment for him and his retirement of the amazing
things that he has done for UTA Athletics, the positions that he’s
put these student-athletes in and he deserves every piece of that
net,” Wright said.

The No. 2 seed UTA lost to all three of its tournament opponents
during the regular season.

UTA lost to the No. 7 seed Georgia Southern University 64-63 on
Jan. 15, then to the No. 8 seed University of Louisiana at Lafayette
62-57 on Feb. 12.

Before the championship game, the No. 1 seed Troy University
defeated UTA 59-48 on Jan. 8 inside the College Park Center. It’s
the fewest points the Lady Mavericks have scored in conference play.

UTA avenged all three teams en route to the conference cham-

Senior guard Katie Ferrell cuts down the game net after winning the 2022 Sun Belt Conference tournament finals against Troy University on March 7
at the Pensacola Bay Center. Ferrell scored nine points, had six rebounds, and two assists before fouling out with five minutes left in the game.

pionship.

After receiving a first-round bye as the conference’s top four seed,
UTA defeated Georgia Southern 85-76 on Friday in the tournament
quarterfinals.

After the Lady Mavericks held a 20-point lead in the third quar-
ter, the Eagles responded to cut the lead to six with 1:25 left in the
fourth. However, UTA closed the game offensively, making all six of
their free-throw attempts in the last minute.

UTA’s defense would hold strong for the victory to secure a spot
in the semifinals.

The Lady Mavericks finished with four players scoring in dou-
ble-digits, led by Jacobs’ 28, alongside senior guards Terryn Milton’s
15 and Claire Chastain’s 14 and Katie Ferrell’s 11.

Getting to the free-throw line was a key in the game, as they
made a season-high 31 free throws.

UTA advanced to the conference championship game after a
75-65 win over Louisiana.

Jacobs added a consecutive 28-point performance in the semifi-
nals game to her quarterfinals performance alongside 10 rebounds
and three blocks.

UTA outscored Louisiana 24-17 in the third quarter and did not

The Shorthorn: Nicholas Badeaux

give up the lead the rest of the game. It was the first time they've
made a conference championship game since 2009 as a Southland
Conference member.

In the championship game, the Lady Mavericks extended their
lead to as much as 24 in the first half.

The lead stayed above double digits for the remainder of the sec-
ond half, pushing UTA to the NCAA Tournament in the end.

Wright said she thought about the victory being in hand with two
minutes left since it was very difficult for Troy to come back by then.

“I just wanted to smile and embrace that,” she said. “Let our kids
know, ‘Hey, listen, we were right there. We just need to finish it off.”

Jacobs finished her MVP campaign with a double-double: scor-
ing a third straight 28-point game alongside 11 rebounds and three
steals.

“We had the best player right there, and she proved it,” Baker
said.

Jacobs said she was surprised at how well she had been playing,
and she’s feeling good about her game.

“I think I can focus more on my shooting, but a lot of teams like
to double-team me,” she said. “Having those kick-outs to my team-
mates, and shooting the way we did this tournament just opens the

floor up for all of us.”

Milton finished with 12 points and eight rebounds. She played
all 40 minutes of the game and attested her stamina to her calming
presence and ability to recompose the team when the score got close.

“It got really intense near the end of the game, but I kept getting
our team together and telling them to calm down, ‘It’'s OK, we just
have to take it one play at a time,” Milton said.

Baker said a few players came up to him before the game and
said, “This one’s for you, Mr. Baker.”

“We're the best in the Sun Belt this year, we want to be the best
in the WAC next year,” he said.

The team will await its opening opponent for the NCAA Tour-
nament, which will be announced during the Selection Show on
March 13.

“They didn’t fold, they faced adversity, and they stayed together,
and that’s what it looks like to be a champion,” Wright said.

@D_TINEO4

sports-editor.shorthorn@uta.edu
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IN'S BASKETBALL
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The Lady Mavericks celebrate with their championship trophy after winning the 2022 Sun Belt Conference tournament finals against Troy University on March 7 at
the Pensacola Bay Center. UTA will be one of 68 teams in the 2022 NCAA Tournament competing beginning with the first rounds March 15-21.
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Lone superstar state: fexas women
continue to dominate the music industry

The history of music has been influenced by many female voices from Texas. Mickey Guyton, Selena
Gomez, Kacey Musgraves and more have made contributions recognized by the Grammy Awards.

BY DANG LE

The Shorthorn managing editor

Don’t mess with Texas fe-
male musicians. The 2022
Grammy Awards nomination
list is filled with the voices
of women from the Lone
Star State. But their impact
shouldn’t surprise anyone
because generations of Texas
female artists have knocked
down doors and carved their
legacy in music history for de-
cades.

In the ’60s, Port Arthur
native Janis Joplin, a white

Mickeﬂy

is rewriting

woman, poured her heart
into emulating blues and soul
through rock music. Joplin
raised many eyebrows then,
as the genre has long been
performed by Black artists.
But looking back years later,
any rock fan must have had
Pearl in their collection and
should've rolled their car win-
dows down and belted “Cry
Baby” or “Piece of My Heart”
at least once.

Fast forward decades later
and Houston native Selena
Quintanilla-Pérez changed

Guyton

history of country music

Black artists have always been marginalized in the
country genre. Ironically enough, it was built on Black
artists like DeFord Bailey, Ray Charles and countless
others. Yet it was packaged as white people’s music
somewhere along the line. However, some Black artists
are ready to rewrite this section of music history.

Last year, Arlington native Mickey Guyton became
the first Black solo woman to receive a nomination in
the country genre with her song “Black Like Me.” She
increased her odds this year with three extra nomina-
tions: Best Country Solo Performance, Best Country
Song and Best Country Album for her debut album
Remember Her Name and its titular track.

“I feel validated. Like, ugh, thank God. Because there
was doubt cast upon this project before I released it. So
now to see the response, I just feel relieved,” Guyton told
The New York Times about her nominations.

Maren Morris

addresses the country through

country music

The country music scene is brutal,
especially in Texas, where clear lines
are drawn between the left and right.
When Dallas’ own The Chicks spoke
up against the Bush presidency many
years ago, they immediately faced backlash,
boycotts and death threats from country

fans.

Which makes Arlington native Maren
Morris’ efforts to stand up in solidarity
with the Black Lives Matter movement
daring and powerful. Morris received
a Best Country Song nomination for
“Better Than We Found It,” a song that

§

addresses discrimination, harassment and
police brutality, along with a Best Country Duo/

Group Performance for “Chasing After You.”

“T still have hope for this country and for the
future of it, and as a new mother I wanted to
promise my son that I'm going to do everything in
my power to leave this world better than the one
I came into and the one I see right now;” Morris
said in a statement about the song.

St. Vincent

finds humor through personal story

Musicians draw inspiration for their
music anywhere. Some like to develop dit-
ferent identities and write songs without
relation to what theyre going through,
while others draw personal life into their

music.

Dallas’ own St. Vincent, who has won
a Grammy twice, has always been com-
fortable playing around with different iden-
tities through her albums. But for her sixth
solo project Daddys Home, which earned her a
nomination this year for Best Alternative Music
Album, St. Vincent loosely bases her songs about
her father, who just got out of prison, and pokes tun

at the situation.

“My father’s incarceration was a story that was kind

of told without my consent, but since it got out, I was like,

‘Well, I can write about it because I can tell it from my perspec-
tive, and with a sense of humor and compassion and not be too

Disney about it,” St. Vincent told W Magazine in 2021.

The winners of the 64th Grammy Awards will be announced April 3.

)

the Tejano music scene for-
ever before her tragic death
in 1995. Her influence never
stopped, as it isn’t rare to see
someone mindlessly mum-
bling “Dreaming of You” with
the “Queen of Tejano Mu-
sic[s]” blasting from small
convenience store speakers.
And then there’s Houston
native Beyoncé, whose un-
deniable impact has inspired
generations of artists. If you
grew up in the 2000s and
didn’t blast “Bootylicious” or
“Crazy in Love” from your

- mphrey
llustration by Claudi@ Hump

iPod, you were doing it wrong.
Her influence aged like fine
wine, as Beyoncé became the
performing artist with the
most career Grammy wins in
Grammy Awards history, to-
taling 28 trophies last year.

If you haven't played
Grapevine’s own Norah Jones’
Come Away With Me, which
earned her five Grammys:
Best Pop Vocal Album, Best
Female Pop Vocal Perfor-
mance, Best New Artist, Re-
cord of the Year and — the
most prestigious award of the

night — Album of'the Year, do
yourself a favor and give it a
spin. Jones is nominated this
year for Best Traditional Pop
Vocal Album.

Texas female singers seem
to have it all — passion, tal-
ent and stage presence. If you
grew up with them, it prob-
ably isnt wrong for you to
think: This is it. This is the
peak. What else can the next
generations of Texas women
say that hasn’t been said?

The next crop of Texas
women nominated at this

year's Grammy Awards live
in an era where the previ-
ous generations have paved
the way for them. But that
doesn’t make their jobs easier.
They still have more stories to
tell, whether through music
or social commentary. They
have inspired millions of peo-
ple throughout their careers.
They won't try to outdo the
legends, but theyre ready to
carry the torch.

@DANGHLE

features-editor.shorthorn@uta.edu

Selena Gomez
digs deep into her roots
There always seems to be a barrier between Latino artists and
their audience. For some, they get shunned by the public because of
their musical genres or that theyre not fluent in Spanish — even

when the “Queen of Tejano Music” isn’t fluent in the language.
Yet many artists are not letting that barrier prevent them

project Revelacion.

from feeling proud of their heritage.

Thirteen years after her debut album, Grand Prairie
native Selena Gomez received her first Grammy Award
nomination Nov. 80. But with all the hits she racked up
over the year, the nomination was not for any of Gomez’s

English pop efforts. Instead, she received a Best Latin
Pop Album nomination for her first Spanish-prominent

“This has been something I've wanted to do for 10 years,
working on a Spanish project, because I'm so, so proud of my
heritage, and just genuinely felt like I wanted this to happen,”

Gomez told host Zane Lowe in an interview for Apple Music.

Kacey

Musgraves

crushes genre boundaries
It seems like country music also has its own
set of rules because it isn’t unusual to see
comments like “This isn’t country music”
or “I miss the real country” anymore
whenever a country artist announc-
es a new project. But then again,
how can one define the genre, if
Dolly Parton, Linda Ronstadt
and Anne Murray have either
been nominated or won the pop
categories at the Grammy Awards

before with their country hits.
Golden, Texas, native Kacey Musgraves
won Album of the Year three years ago with her
country-pop album Golden Hour. She followed up
with star-crossed, which was moved from the coun-
try category to pop by the award’s committee. She
failed to get nominated in that genre but racked
up Best Country Solo Performance and
Best Country Song for “camera roll,”
showing support for her from country
voters.

“T feel like I don’t belong to coun-
try in any way on one hand. But on
the other hand, I'm deeply rooted
in that genre,” Musgraves told

ELLEin 2021.

Megan Thee Stallion

proves authenticity sells

There’s something about successtul women that men have
problems with, especially Black female artists, as they come
out of their shells and express their authenticity through their
music. People begin to speak up, saying these women are dam-
aging the next generation of women by selling vulgarity and
that theyre desperate for attention.

That did not stop Houston own’s Megan Thee Stallion from
receiving a Best Rap Performance nomination for “Th-t Sh-t”

since Lauryn Hill in 1999.

and Album of the Year nomination for her involvement in Lil
Nas X’s Montero. She won three awards last year, including
becoming the first female rapper to take home Best New Artist

“Let me repeat: I choose what I wear, not because I am
trying to appeal to men, but because I am showing pride in
my appearance, and a positive body image is central to who
I am as a woman and a performer. I value compliments from
women tar more than from men,” Stallion wrote in an op-ed
piece for The New York Timesin 2020.
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How dorms may be more sustainable option for students

When it comes to
sustainability, small steps
go a long way. On-campus
residents share their
personal experiences with
dorm living and using the
Earth’s resources.

BY AYESHA HANA SHAJI
The Shorthorn staff

Sustainability isn’t only about
preserving Earth’s resources but
also ensuring the community is
working in an equitable way and
feeling supported regardless of
social or economic status, said
Bhargavi Jeyarajah, sustainability
coordinator at the Office of Sus-
tainability.

By opting to live in a dorm
room rather than a residential
apartment, college students are
being more socially and environ-
mentally sustainable, Jeyarajah
said.

“It’s actually a lot more sus-
tainable when it comes to land
use because a lot of single-family
houses take up a lot of land,” she
said. “When youre in a dorm,
youre contributing far less land
use, and youre usually able to
walk to classes.”

Students in on-campus dorm
rooms have an opportunity as they

live near peers and campus re-
sources, Jeyarajah said. Students
can learn sustainable practices in
dorm halls.

Ashton Robicheaux, nursing
sophomore and West Hall res-
ident, said living in the dorm
helped her set a sustainable foun-
dation and responsible budgeting.

“It’s the first time getting to be
away from home and getting out
of the routine of like, ‘Oh-my-
parents-will-do-that” step,” Robi-
cheaux said. “It’s like ‘OK, now
I'm responsible for what T need
to do.”

Dorm life sets good habits for
now and the future, especially for
freshmen and students like her
who might be living on their own
for the first time, she said.

But some students feel differ-
ently.

Daniel Cobbey, jazz studies
sophomore and West Hall res-
ident, said sharing communal
spaces near campus can be sus-
tainable, but he believes the dorm
lifestyle is the opposite.

A lack of time, resources and
skills to cook meals can lead stu-
dents to order takeout, which
often comes in plastic packaging
that is not easily biodegradable,
Cobbey said.

Harsha Ketavarapu, psycholo-

gy freshman and Arlington Hall
resident, said green living can be
expensive and inconvenient at
times.

However, Ketavarapu believes
it’s important to go the extra mile.

“I think it’s important because
even a small effort can go a long
way,” Ketavarapu said. “If every-
one does their small part, it can
make a big difference.”

In a college dorm, students are
more likely to consume products
like disposable cutlery, dishes and
water bottles, she said.

Eric Cavero, West Hall resident
assistant and linguistics and Ko-
rean senior, said utilizing reusable
bottles, kitchen utensils and reus-
ing plastic bags as trash bags are
small, achievable things that don’t
require a lot of effort but create an
impact.

The university provides a recy-
cling bin alongside each trash can
in every dorm room. Using the
recycle bins to help separate waste
also goes a long way, Cavero said.

Jeyarajah said the Office of
Sustainability tries to order prac-
tical promotional materials like
water bottles, to-go utensils and
grocery bags to help students pri-
oritize sustainability more active-
ly and suggests other departments
do the same.

We're borrowing from future gen-
erations,” Jeyarajah said. “So we
really need to make sure that we’re
mindful of future generations.”

Cost can become a barrier to
some students, she said.

“It doesn’t have to be the per-
fect mason jar aesthetic you see on
Pinterest,” Jeyarajah said.

Reusable containers don’t need
to look perfect or be expensive,
she said.

“When we’re using resources,
were not using our resources.

@AYESHAHSHAJI

features-editor.shorthorn@uta.edu

llustration by Kirby Teegarden

Q: My roommate kicks me out of
my dorm room all the time to have
sex. Is this healthy for any of us?

A: It’s certainly healthy for your
roommate, assum-
ing that safer sex is
being practiced and
your roommate doesn’t
catch some disease.
And if the time is lim-
ited, then it’s probably
not dangerous to your
grade point average.

you might have to put
your foot down. Hav-
ing a roommate is dif-
ficult, and both parties
have to compromise,
but there can come a
time when one person is making
all the compromises and the other
is doing all the taking, and that’s
not healthy to your peace of mind.
You might have to speak to an
adviser, but before that happens,
talk to your roommate. On the
other hand, if we’re talking about
a couple of hours a week, then 1
would just forget about it and use
that time to go meet someone so
that you can ask your roommate
to return the favor.

Syndicate

10017

DR. Ruti

Q: How important is “self-plea-
sure”? 1 do not masturbate at
all. Never have. Don’t know why,
I just don’t. Nobody believes me;

But if you are kept out IS)g.nIEjust/I:)ur‘ A: Never believe anyone
of your room for ex- questions to when they say “every-
tended periods, then prRuthWestheimer body is doing it.” How

¢/0 King Features

235 E. 4bth St.,
New York, NY

ry about it; as long as you do have
the urge to be with other people
and have a social life, then you're
fine. You don’t even need to be
having a sex life with other people
right now, if you choose not to, but
you should have friends and fami-
ly with whom you socialize. As for
the topic of masturbation, [ would
Jjust not mention it. It’s nobody’s
business, and if you don’t tell,
then no one can criticize you, and
you won’t have to defend yourself.

“everybody does it” is
what people say. I don't.
Are there many people
who don’t, and how im-
portant do you think it
is? I don’t really find the
thought of it appealing,
either.

would they know, espe-
cially with something
like masturbation, which
is always done in pri-
vate? If you don’t have
the urge, then don’t wor-

THE Dally Crossword =i by Wayne Robert Williams
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1 Puncture
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starter?
4 Pas' mates

7 Cut off or
remove
14 "Gentle __"

15 Every bit
16 Folds

17 Pasta
preference

Instructions:

19 Start of Erin

Majors quote
20 Winter hazard
21 Small songbird
23 Desiccated

Fill in the grid so
that every row,
every column and
every 3x3 grid

24 Dreadful
26 Royal Peruvian

28 Part 2 of quote
34 Small, low

contains the digits 1
through 9 with no
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island
36 Heading for
Vegas?

repeats. That
means that no

Solution

37 Tractor man 66
38 Property

number is repeated
Solutions, tips and

recipient 69
41 Enticed

in any row, column
or box.

computer program

By Alan P. Olschwang
Huntington Beach, CA

43 Totaled
44 Alain's

at www.sudoku.com

affirmative

45 UFO crew 6 Offed

46 Part 3 of quote 7 Stress

8 Offshoot
9 D.C. honcho

51 Organic

compound

52 Give fizz to 10 Bounders

55 Basilica section 11 Wight or Skye
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59 Tilled 12 Fortuneteller

61 Evaluates
62 End of quote

13 Latin being
18 Architect

I
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64 Conceited one Saarinen E1E 1IN 6 9 5

66 Mesabi Range 22 Spanish rivers : ; ’;\ l
output 25 Edit out

67 Marshland 27 Verdi heroine Aldg N H 1 5 4 7 2 8

68 Of the ear: 29 Highlands' v|o d|0|H
pref. refusal

69 Argues in an 30 Just out EILIEILS N EINIE) 5
orderly way 31 Baby boomers, : : ; 3 ’E\ll Z g ; Z 2 1

70 Absolutely! e.g.

71 Fuzzy fiber 32 Man from 3[s|1[0]|s|g njo|v 8 3 5 6
ends Manchester

33 Cravings 1 4

DOWN 34 Astronomer 47 Be intrinsic 56 Cut back

1 Put to shame Sagan 48 Hangman's 57 Elitist

2 Yo-Yo Ma's 35 Jai __ knots 58 Buchanan or 3 5 6 4 9
instrument 39 Ordinal ending 49 Wading birds Ferber

3 Present but not 40 Jot down 50 QED part 60 Fly in the face 1 8 3
obvious 41 Smallest team 53 Seed coat of

4 Predatory insect 42 Actress 54 Prohibit, legally 63 Grouped

5 Road-sign Hayworth 55 Type of rain or merchandise
abbr. 44 Goggle at test 65 Holy smokes!
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Online:  theshorthorn.com/classifieds
Phone:  (817) 272-3188
Fax: (817) 2725009  vysa
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Hours:  Monday — Friday

8a.m.—5p.m.

CLASSIFIED AD POLICIES

1. The deadline to submit classified ads is midnight two
business days prior to publication.

2. NOREFUNDS are given on classified advertising.

3. Adjustment claims must be made within 7 days after
publication. The publisher is responsible for only one
incorrect insertion.

4. The publisher reserves the right to classify, edit or reject any
classifed ad.

5. Published ads are neither investigated nor endorsed by
Student Publications or the university. Respondents may
need to reply with caution.

6. Free 20-word student classified ads are for currently-
enrolled UT Arlington students for personal, non-commercial
purposes.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES

Classified ad cost is calculated per word/per week, with a 12-
word minimum.

© TWeek: ..o $1.30 per word
* 2-3 weeks: .. $1.20 per word
© 4+ weekS: .....ccooovvnenn $1.10 per word

Bold text: $1/week  Border: $1/week
Xtra Bold Text: $2/week  Picture/logo: $5/week

| ANNOUNGEMENTS _

NEEDED
Students willing to immediately
accept cats and act as a foster,
more details available upon
request
utacampuscats@gmail.com

FREE CLASSIFIED AD
FOR CURRENT UTA
STUDENTS!

- Sell your books!
- Find a new roommate!
- Shout-out to a friend!

Place your ad online at
theshorthorn.com/classifieds

THE SHORTHORN
DINING GUIDE
TheShorthorn.com/dining

Discover your new favorite
restaurants and hangouts!
American - Asian - Bars & pubs
[talian - Tex-Mex

Learn about
STUDENT DISCOUNTS
SPECIALS - MAPS - PHOTOS

FIND YOUR NEXT
COLLEGE HOME!

THESHORTHORN.COM/HOUSING

Your best source for UTA-area
housing options
- View 25+ locations
- On- and off-campus
- Floor Plans & Features
- Pricing & Maps
- Renter tips & information

A JOB THAT MATTERS
Hiring immediately 3 Females
Attendants for our disabled
daughter. Flex hrs, part-time,
near UTA, $13/HR. Great
experience for Nursing &
Kinesiology Maj ors.
(817) 265-6009

ARE YOU LOOKING to gain
hands on bookkeeping
experience with a fast

growing company?

If this is you, please submit
Resume to
tammy@harriscooklaw.com

GENERAL LABOR

In search of full-time help entry
level warehouse position.
Pick, pull, clean and organize
inventory.

Load & unloading freight daily.
Proficiency in UPS WorldShip,
FedEx shipping & LTL are a
plus but not needed. Forklift
operator is preferred but not
required.

Training available,
call 817-265-3421 ask for Kevin
or send an email to:

kevin.jones@ctc-traffic.com

NOW HIRING
Afterschool Program Lead
Looking for lead teachers who
have worked with groups of
Kindergarten kids - 5th grade,
group games, outdoor activities,
art etc. Fun with kids!

5 mins from UTA campus.
2pm-6pm M-F
817-275-1291
www.bowenroad.com

TELECOMMUNICATOR
Operator for Emergency
Services

Operates equipment and
coordinates all emergency
calls coming into the Police
Department for Police/Fire/

EMS services. Position requires
constant contact with the
public in stressful situations
that require clear thinking,
calmness, stability, discretion,
good judgment, and clearly
understandable speaking skills.

This position is also responsible
for prisoner book-in and
prisoner care; maintain
prisoners property while in
custody.

All applicants must pass a
hearing test, drug screening
test, psychological exam and
comprehensive criminal history
background check.

For inquries please send email
to: jsmith@cityofdwg.net

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR

UT ARLINGTON STUDENTS

I |
Rip Us Off!
That’s right — rip us
3/ ! off! Get something for

nothing. Say hello to a
friend. Find aroommate.
Send a shout out. Get a
job. Sell your car. Find
a home for a litter of
kittens...

UTA STUDENTS:
Place your free ad
(print and online)
with your @mavs

student email address!

i

>

Just go to

theshorthorn.com/classifieds
to create a free account and place your ad!
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Wheelchair basketball to compete on
home court for national championship

The men’s and women’s
Movin’ Mavs will play in

the National Wheelchair
Basketball Association
Intercollegiate National
Championship on March 17
at the College Park Center.

BY NICKLAUS UTSEY AND JAKE WILSON
The Shorthorn staff

For many people, it’s special
for the 2022 National Wheelchair
Basketball Association Intercolle-
giate National Championship to
be held in Arlington. But for se-
nior Clarence McCarthy-Grogan,
an Australian native who has been
with the Movin’ Mavs for six years,
this is the first time his entire fam-
ily will see him play at nationals.

“I'm really looking forward to
my father and brother coming
over,” McCarthy-Grogan said. “I'm
looking forward to seeing them,
and they’ve never seen me play at
nationals before.”

Fans and athletes of the Movin’
Mavs and Lady Movin’ Mavs pro-
grams may be familiar with their
home courts in the Maverick Activ-
ities Center or Physical Education
Building.

However, the College Park Cen-
ter will be the program’s home for
the tournament from March 17 to
19. The venue will host the tourna-
ment for the first time since 2014.

The tournament structure will
be double-elimination, consisting
of 12 teams for the men’s division
and six for women’s. If a team loses
during the first or second round,
they will move to a loser’s brack-
et, where they compete for third

M
A
Vv ¢
S

The Shorthorn: Nicholas Badeaux

Sophomore Zoe Voris, left, freshman Maddie Edwards, center-left, senior Elizabeth Becker, center-right, and sophomore Alexus Cook
roll down the court during practice on Feb. 17 at the Physical Education Building. Wheelchair basketball players are split into eight
classifications depending on their functional mobility, and athletes are required to have a medically-documented disability to play.

place. The two undefeated teams
of the tournament will play for the
national title.

The Movin’ Mavs look to capture
their 10th trophy in this tourna-
ment after overcoming long-time
foe University of Alabama last year.

On the other hand, the Lady
Movin’ Mavs will fight for their
third national championship after
coming up short against Alabama
in the 2021 final.

Doug Garner, Movin’ Mavs head
coach, said the tournament coming
to the College Park Center allows
him and his team to show the
students what theyre capable of
achieving.

Garner, who became the head
coach in 2008, said he under-
stands the challenge of hosting the
championships at UTA. They have
to put on a good show for all the

teams in the division.

“One reason that we want to
play at College Park Center but also
just host the national tournament
is so other people at the university
can be introduced to Movin’ Mavs,”
he said.

Playing on campus brings ex-
posure that may propel the wheel-
chair basketball program to center
stage, sophomore Zoe Voris said.

“I hope we bring a lot of aware-
ness to the fact that were here.
We're a wheelchair basketball team
at UTA,” Voris said. “I don’t feel
that a lot of people know about
[Cus7. Or if they do, it’s very mini-
mal information.”

The College Park Center is
home to the men’s and women’s
basketball, volleyball teams and
the Dallas Wings, a Women’s Na-
tional Basketball Association team,

according to the College Park Cen-
ter’s website. The venue, which is
218,000 square feet, holds 7,000
seats for traditional athletics court
events.

McCarthy-Grogan said he and
the other players are excited to
play in front of a home crowd for
the tournament. He left the U.S.
during the pandemic and returned
after 18 months to play this season,
according to previous Shorthorn
reporting.

“Not every player has that lux-
ury, or the opportunity to be able
to play at nationals on their home
floor, let alone in their senior year,”
he said. “With this being my senior
year, it’s even more exciting.”

Voris said this is her first time
playing nationals at a college level,
and it will be amazing to play in
front of supportive fans.

“Being able to play in areas as
big as the CPC — that’s amazing.
That’s such a dream of mine,” she
said. “CBeing’ in front of people
that support us, like friends and
family, [is] going to be super cool.”

The tournament will be free for
all attendees. Fans may park at
Park South Garage, Park North
Garage and Park Central Garage.

The venue provides various food
options such as popcorn, pizza and
more.

The College Park Center has a
strict clear bag policy to ensure the
safety of fans, so backpacks, purses
and briefcases are among some
that are prohibited, according to
the venue’s website.

Jeff Davis, special event facil-
ities executive director, said the
design elements of the College Park
Center provide a great experience
for fans who attend the tourna-
ment.

“Fans can look forward to being
close to the action with seating that
comes all the way down to court
level and being really immersed
in the game environment itself]’
Davis said.

Davis said he feels happy to host
and support the athletes at UTA.

“With this being a national tour-
nament, the National Wheelchair
Basketball Association, it’s real-
ly fitting to bring that event into
the College Park Center,” he said.
“That’s really what this center was
built and designed for: to have or
showcase really high-profile events
on campus.”
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