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Featured: SUPPORTIVE SISTERS: Clarke Central 
High School senior and Italian foreign exchange 
student Clarissa De Santis (left) and CCHS junior 
Tyus Dekle (right) stand on Dekle’s front porch on 
Dec. 7, 2022. Dekle and her family have hosted 
Clarissa in their home since her arrival in the United 
States on Aug. 19, 2022 and the experience 
hosting Clarissa has helped Dekle in unimaginable 
ways. “I’ve dealt with a lot of mental stuff and 
depression and I didn’t think this was going to do 
anything to it, but (I’ve) found that I’ve been doing 
better with another person,” Dekle said. “This is 
really cheesy, but she has genuinely helped me 
through some like, deep stuff. So it has been such 
a great experience.” Photo by Aza Khan


